Course:

BIOL-410 Ecology of Lakes and Streams

Term: 

Winter 2025
Coordinator: 
Shelley Arnott

Summary:  
This course will allow upper-level Biology students to develop their critical thinking and writing skills while exploring current ideas about freshwater ecology.  The material will focus on broadening students’ spatial concept of lakes and streams, investigating lakes as integrators of regional processes.  Two one-hour lectures will be given each week on current topics dealing with within- and among-lake processes.  The third lecture hour will be used for discussion of assigned readings and student presentations that will expand on material from lecture. Each student will prepare a one-page summary & critique that will be handed in during class.  Each week a student will be assigned to lead the class discussion and will be responsible for preparing a short presentation and discussion questions. The class will be divided into two groups for discussion: the TA will attend one and the course instructor will attend the other.  The TA will help guide discussion and provide participation grades.

Duties will include:
1. Read assigned papers and discuss major concepts with instructor

2. Attend one-hour discussions and provide participation marks.  TA should provide feedback to students and encourage even participation in discussions.

3. Mark one-page critiques

4. Maintain grade sheets for participation and critique grades

5. Evaluate student presentations

6. Provide assistance to students as they develop their topic for their major paper.
PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 
All Biology TAs are required to adhere to the University's Code of Conduct, as described in Section 12 of the Queen's Graduate Calendar, and Section 4 of the Guide to Graduate Studies in Biology. As teachers of undergraduates, TAs are expected to recognize the seriousness of all forms of Academic Dishonesty, Harassment and Discrimination and to understand the rules governing such cases at Queen's. 

PROCEDURES FOR RESOLVING PROBLEMS BETWEEN TAs and INSTRUCTORS 
Please refer to the Collective Agreement at the following link: http://www.queensu.ca/vpac/FacultyRelations/psac/CollectiveAgreement/CAJuly711.pdf
