Expectations for BIOL537 students, supervisors, and committee members
Please read prior to making or accepting a BIOL537 position.

The Honours Thesis Course (BIOL537/12.0) allows students in the Biology department to undertake an
inquiry-based research project under close supervision from a faculty member in the Biology
Department or from a professor cross-appointed to the Biology Department. In BIOL537, students will
gain experience in all aspects of the research experience including project design, literature review, data
collection, analysis, and interpretation, conclusion generation, and scientific communication (oral and
written).

By engaging in a BIOL537 project students commit to:

e Working closely with the BIOL537 host lab to gain the information and training needed to
successfully undertake the research project. This may include safety training mandated by
Queen’s (e.g. biohazard safety).

¢ Following all instructions, procedures, and safety requirements closely.

e Giving credit to anyone that contributed to your project. In each assignment, the student must
clearly indicate what aspects of the work were done by them and which components were done
by others.

¢ Conducting yourself in a professional manner and being respectful of all students in the course,
the teaching team, the supervisor(s), committee member, and members of the host laboratory.

¢ Meeting the assignment deadlines as listed in Table 1. Expected difficulties to meet course
deadlines must be discussed with the supervisor(s) and the course instructors as soon as
possible. Keep in mind that the nature of the course makes it difficult to change assignments due
dates.

By engaging in a BIOL537 project supervisors commit to:

e Working closely with students to develop their research project.

¢ Ensuring that all safety requirements needed for the projects are in place PRIOR to the beginning
of the project. This may include bioharzard and sample collection permits.

e Ensuring that students have the necessary safety training to undertake their research project.

e Ensuring that students receive safe and appropriate training for all the techniques and processes
they will perform during their research project.

e Ensuring that student have a safe and respectful work environment.

¢ Ensuring that students have sufficient supervision during their research project experience.

e Ensuring that the research project is progressing in an appropriate and timely manner.
Suggesting changes if needed.

e Actively engaging with the student as they navigate their project. Although this can be done
informally, we recommend weekly or biweekly meetings.

e Attending and participating in the student’s seminar presentation (Dates: TBD).

e Attending and participating in the March poster presentation session (Date: TBD)

e Attending and participating in the student’s thesis defence (Date: TBD)

e Grading and providing feedback for all the course assignments and submitting grades on OnQ by
the deadlines — typically a week after the student submits the assessment.



By engaging in a BIOL537 project committee members commit to:

e Attending and participating in the student’s seminar presentation (Dates: TBD).

e Attending and participating in the March poster presentation session (Date: TBD)
e Attending and participating in the thesis defence (Date: TBD)
e Meeting the grading deadlines — typically a week after the student submits the assessment

Table 1
Assignment Student deadline Grade submission deadline Grader
Thesis proposal Mid Oct one week after the student deadline Supervisor(s) & committee member
Student seminar Nov one week after the student deadline Supervisor(s) & committee member

Thesis draft | LateJan/early Feb one week after the student deadline Supervisor(s)

Thesisdraft Il Early March one week after the student deadline Supervisor(s)
Poster Mid March one week after the poster day Supervisor(s) & committee member
Thesis End of March one week after the student deadline Supervisor(s) & committee member
Defence Early April One week the defence date Supervisor(s) & committee member
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