COURSE:
Biol - 440 Speciation and Macroevolution

TERM:


Winter 2027
INSTRUCTOR:

S. Lougheed
SUMMARY
Biology 440 (Speciation & Macroevolution) is an advanced, hands-on, course in evolutionary biology. Topics include speciation and species concepts, phylogenetics paleontology, and evo-devo. It involves lectures (2 X 50 minute session per week), student seminars, and one term-long group project: a phylogenetics project using DNA sequences from Genbank. TAs are in charge of the lab sessions, organizing students into groups of 3 or 4, screening, providing input into, and approving student proposals, ensuring that all students contribute to each group project, and evaluating student participation and presentations. TAs also will help grading term essays and exams, and should attend one 2-hr. evening phylogenetics session with student groups and the professor during which students learn how to construct and evaluate molecular phylogenies using multiple software packages including BEAST, MrBayes and Mesquite.

EVALUATION:
TAs will automatically receive a written evaluation of their performance at the end of term. This evaluation will be provided by the professor as appropriate.

TAs are encouraged to conduct their own informal evaluations of their performance with their tutorial groups, independent of the USAT evaluation process.
PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
All Biology TAs are required to adhere to the University's Code of Conduct, as described in Section 12 of the Queen's Graduate Calendar, and Section 4 of the Guide to Graduate Studies in Biology. As teachers of undergraduates, TAs are expected to recognize the seriousness of all forms of Academic Dishonesty, Harassment and Discrimination and to understand the rules governing such cases at Queen's. 

PROCEDURES FOR RESOLVING PROBLEMS BETWEEN TAs and INSTRUCTORS
Please refer to the Collective Agreement at the following link:  
http://queensu.ca/facultyrelations/teaching-assistants-and-fellows/collective-agreement
