Outline of Biol-824 “Gateway to Graduate Studies in Biology” Fall 2022
The overall aim of this course is to provide a strong foundation of fundamental knowledge and skills for new MSc and PhD students in the Department of Biology to succeed in their graduate programs.

Instructors:

Dr. Diane Orihel (email: diane.orihel@queensu.ca)



Dr. George diCenzo (email: george.dicenzo@queensu.ca)
Delivery mode:
In person
Course credit: 
3 credits

Scheduling:
12 weeks x 2 hours/week in class and 7-8 hours/week of private study 
(Total of 110 hours)
The specific objectives of this course are:

1. To familiarize new students with procedures and protocols for (a) navigating their graduate program and (b) conducting research in the field of biology. 
2. To guide new students in developing a strong proposal for their thesis research. This iterative process will involve conversations with the student’s supervisor and committee members in conjunction with feedback from peers and instructors in this course. 

3. To provide opportunities for new students to interact and forge professional relationships with fellow students and faculty members in the Department of Biology. 

The format of the course will involve a term-long focus on developing a research proposal interspersed with four short modules on specific topics:

· Research Proposals, Parts 1-5
· Module 1: Orientation to Graduate Studies in Biology
· Module 2: Relationships in Biology
· Module 3: Diversity in Biology

· Module 4: Communication in Biology
Assignments for this course will include: (i) draft and final versions of a research proposal; (ii) self-reflections on topics covered in this course; and (iii) group projects that will hone interpersonal and communication skills.
A detailed syllabus will be provided to registered students at the beginning of the Fall term.

